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1 . EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN AROUSING 
MUCH ACTIVE INTEREST IN THE NATO BRIEFING. BEGINNING 
AT THE WORKING LEVEL IN THE MOD WE HAVE STRESSED THAT 
BRIEFING IN NO WAY INCURS ANY OBLIGATION BUT WE BELIEVE 
THAT IN TERMS OF ALLIANCE POLITICS IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
ITALY NOT BE ODD MAN OUT IN AS SIMPLE A MATTER AS THIS. 

THE TECHNICAL SIDE OF THE MOD IS GENERALLY RECEPTIVE TO 
BRIEFING BUT NOT WILLING TO COMMIT ITSELF TO AN 
INVITATION. AS A RESULT, WE HAVE NOW WORKED OUR WAY UP 
THROUGH THE OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF AND ARE 
IN CONTACT WITH OFFICE OF MINISTER WHERE IT NOW LIES. 

2. DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF MAININI EXPRESSED MOST 
FRANKLY THE SURPRISING ITALIAN RESERVE THAT HAS 
EMERGED IN REGARD TO THIS BRIEFING. IT MIGHT BE 
INTERESTING, HE ADMITTED, TO THE TECHNICIANS. BUT 
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HE ADDED, AWACS IS PURELY A POLITICAL PROBLEM HERE. 

THERE IS NO FLEXIBILITY IN THE ITALIAN DEFENSE BUDGET, 

NO FLEXIBILITY IN THE INDIVIDUAL SERVICE PROMOTIONAL 
LAWS. IF ITALY IS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM, IT 
WILL NOT BE AS A RESULT OF TECHNICAL BRIEFINGS, BUT 
WILL FOLLOW A POLITICAL DECISION AT THE VERY TOP. 

HE AGREED THAT RESOLUTION OF THE AWACS PROBLEM WAS AN 
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IMPORTANT MEASURE OF ALLIED SOLIDARITY AND COHESION 
AND THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT IN PRINCIPLE THAT ITALY 
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN ALLIED PROGRAMS, BUT THOSE WERE, 

HE SUGGESTED, POLITICAL ISSUES TO BE HANDLED AT THE 
POLITICAL LEVEL OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

3. ITALIAN RETICENCE NOTWITHSTANDING, WE HOPE TO 
HAVE DURING WEEK OF FEB. 20 AN EXPRESSION OF 
INTEREST AND A TIME SET FOR THE BRIEFING. GARDNER 
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